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ñBUILDING TOMORROWôS FAMILIES TODAYò 

Not many people think about or realize 

everything that goes into planning the 

events we put together throughout the 

year.  

Every year in October or  November, the 

staff sit down and check their   schedules 

and plan the dates for each months meet-

ing to make sure we can all attend and 

there are no scheduling    conflicts. 

Then we determine the theme of the 

meeting or the special event. In the past 

we have held our Family Events at the 

beach and hosted a bonfire with Smores, 

hot dogs, etc.. or at a local park with face 

painters, a jumper for the kids and had the 

food catered.   

The BIG planning stage goes into our 

Annual Retreats. When you have to plan 

the meals, sleeping arrangements, wel-

come gifts, entertainment and a schedule of events for over 25 people, it can get pretty 

tricky. Our Support staff are the best and dedicate countless hours, (even after office 

hours and on the weekends) planning these events, to ensure our Surrogates get the 

most out of their Surrogacy experience. We want to plan events we think they would en-

joy participating in! 

We have some really F-U-N things planned for 2012, I, personally,  am excited to  partici-

pate in them and look forward to making some new memories with all of you. 

Diana Van De Voort-Perez 

We are often asked, òHow do you plan the events?óé. 

LET US tell youéééé. 

parents. We were matched! Tina & Mike had frozen embryos 
from a previous surrogacy journey which resulted in a baby 
boy. We had a frozen embryo transfer in October of 2010, but 
the transfer failed. We then did a transfer with fresh embryos 
on February 18, 2011 and it worked-I was pregnant! My HCG 
numbers were much higher than with Logan. When I was 

about 6 weeks pregnant, we had an ultrasound. We saw 2 heart 
beats! I was pregnant with TWINS! I was nervous about 
carrying twins. I had morning sickness in the beginning but by 
5 1/2 months, the morning sickness had passed. The rest of the 
pregnancy went well. I had only gained 18 pounds during the 
pregnancy.  
          Due to how large my belly was and working 8 hours a 
day on my feet as a preschool teacher, my lower back and feet 

hurt. I also started having Braxton-Hicks contractions. At the 
end of September, my OB put me on bed rest. The Braxton-
Hicks contractions continued. We scheduled a C-section 

because baby B was breach towards the end of the pregnancy, 
& my OB said there was a possibility of the scar tissue 
rupturing from the previous C-section if I went into labor on 
my own. On October 20, 2011, I delivered 2 healthy baby 
boys. (Baby A), Alexander, was 6lbs. 7oz. And born at 

9:43am and (Baby B), Aaron, was 7lbs and born at 9:44am. 
Alexander and Aaron were able to leave the hospital 2 days 
after they were born. They are doing great and getting big.  
          I enjoy being a surrogate mother so much and I donôt 
know that I can say Iôm done. I love seeing and talking with 
my surro-sisters at the monthly meetings, the support I receive 
from SAI and my fellow surrogates and being apart of the 
events that SAI holds. I have made so many great friendships 

and have enjoyed being a surrogate.  
 

I would like to Thank everyone who has been a part of it!  

When my daughter was almost 2 years old, I got the 2 yr. 
pregnancy itch I heard a lot of people talking about. My 
husband and I were not ready for a second child yet, but I 
definitely wanted to be pregnant again. I had such an easy 
pregnancy with my daughter and she has brought so much 

joy and happiness to our lives. I wanted to help a couple 
have that same joy and happiness. I googled ñsurrogacyò 
and after reviewing the results, my husband and I decided 
SAI was the best choice. 
          I received a call from Ann within days & scheduled 
an interview. The interview went great. SAI posted my 
profile on the website for Intended Parents to view. When 
Ann called me and told me there was a couple interested in 

speaking with me, I was excited!  I had support from most 
of my family, however, a few family members did not 
approve of me being a surrogate, but I stayed strong and 

continued onto my journey as a surrogate, even though I 
didnôt have my whole familyôs support. 
          I scheduled a phone call meeting with David and 
Barrie. I was so nervous at first, but then we ended up 
talking for HOURS. A few weeks later, we met David and 

Barrie who are from New Zealand, but lived in New York. 
The connection we had with David and Barrie was like we 
had been friends for years. My daughter took to David and 
Barrie like they were long time friends. She had a blast with 
them every time we saw them. They were awesome. Our 
first transfer was on February 28, 2009. The first blood 
pregnancy test was positive, but the second pregnancy test 
two days later was negative. That was really hard for 

everyone. After David and Barrie took some time to think 
about everything, we decided to try again. My next transfer 
was the Friday before Fathers Day in 2009. I took that as a 

sign that an embryo would stick. Three embryos were 
transferred and I got pregnant with one, a boy. Of course, 
they were excited. The pregnancy went well. Barrie came to 
visit often and David came as often as his work schedule 
would allow. I had Barrie on speaker phone for every 

appointment with my OB so that he could ask any questions 
and know everything that was going on. We had a C-section 
scheduled because I had a previous C-section and I thought 
that would be easier for planning for David and Barrie.  
          About 1/2 way through the pregnancy, I started 
thinking that if I didnôt try to push this time, I would never 
be able to push again. After talking it over with David and 
Barrie, we agreed that I would do a VBAC. David and Barrie 

flew to San Diego on February 25, 2010. On February 28, 
2010 at 2:30am, contractions woke me up. Labor progressed 
slowly. After pushing for almost 4 hours and with an assisted 

delivery, Logan Thomas was born, vaginally, around 
10:30pm. He weighed 7lbs. 6oz and 21 Ĳò Long. His parents 
were ecstatic to finally have a child.  
          David and Barrie were very accepting of my mother 
and agreed that she could be in the delivery room when 

Logan was born. My mother got to hold Logan shortly after 
he was born. David and Barrie called her the ñSurro 
Grandmaò. Iôm thrilled to continue getting updates and 
pictures of Logan but I immediately missed being pregnant 
and the joy of helping a couple fulfill their dream. I wanted 
to be a surrogate again and I had no doubt that I wanted to go 
through SAI. I filled out the Proven Surrogate Application 
and my profile was shared with a few intended parents.  

          In June of 2010, we met Tina & Mike, who are from 
Hong Kong. There wasnôt a quiet moment. We got good 
vibes from Tina & Mike and thought they would be good 
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** Monica and Michelle 

preparing for our Spa Retreat 



 A few Surrogates 

came dressed up for 

the meeting as well as 

brought a food dish 

that fit the theme. We 

were very impressed 

with how creative 

they were and the 

time they invested to 

give our October 

meeting a little more 

òscareó, I mean flare. 

Ghosts and Bats and Black Cats -Oh My!!  

Our Christmas Meeting (Part 1) 

Our Thanksgiving Meeting 
 

 

Heidi came dressed 

to impress and she 

certainly did!  

Our santa elves :)  
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ñat this time of year, 

we should all be 

thankful for the 

simple blessings in 

our lives.  

there are others who 

are not as fortunate 

and not a day goes by 

that I do not feel 

gratitude for family, 

health and my ability 

to help othersò - 

                          Diana  

Karen in her ñhumpty 

dumptyò costume 

was adorable :)  

The kitty litter cake Diana 

made, YES, IT LOOKED SO REAL!  

Some more daring surrogates 

in their costumes  

Gifts for everyone  

Mummy weenies  
Deviled  

eggs  

The winning pie dish :)  Pie judging  Turkeys cooked with 

love  

Winner for 

best  

presentation  

Our wonderful  

surrogate mothers  



Our Christmas Meeting (Part 2) 
 

 

 

Gifts  for toys 

for tots  
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ñhe smiled that 

kind of smile 

that would have 

stopped my 

heart, if it were 

still beatingò -

Bella  

The raffle prizes 

that we gave away  

The Twilight Saga òBreaking Dawn-Part 1ó  

Midnight Screening Event 

The 104 tickets in hand  

The wedding  

invitation  

Over 90 people attended our   

Midnight Screening Event at 

AMC Theatres. We rented 

the entire theatre, had our 

own private   entrance. Best 

part, not having to wait in 

line. We did a pre -show raf-

fle at our office. We gave 

away over 45 gifts during 

the raffle,  

Photo op,  

(chad didnôt resist) 

IN OUR DREAMSé. 

Bridget did a great job 

helping us keep track of 

who was on the guest list  

many of which were Twilight -

themed, including a rare, 

autographed copy of   Break-

ing Dawn. This event is one of 

the BIGGEST events we plan, 

due to so many people in at-

tendance.  

We have hosted similar 

events 2 years in a row with 

ñNew Moonò, and ñEclipseò  

We look forward to the FI-

NAL chapter, ñBreaking 

Dawn -Part 2ò when it comes 

out next year in November. 

Hope to see you all again!  

Diana and Heidi  best tasting 

desert  

Checking guests in  

The drawings!  

 

Group photo op  



Our Surrogate of the year is selected! 

A note from Jayleenõs IPõs:  

I am an intended mother. My husband and I have tried many years of IVFs for a baby. Because of repeated 
bleeding problems in my past pregnancies, we had to look for a surrogate mom to carry our baby. In 2010, 

we were matched with Jayleen Lepisi through Surrogate Alternatives. We feel so blessed to know Jayleen, 

and we think Jayleen is the best surromom in this world! 

 

Like every intended parent, we felt so worried and scared at the beginning of the surrogacy journey. But 

Jayleen and her family made us feel very comfortable. Jayleen always told us ñDo not worry, we are think-

ing of you and your family. We are with you till the end!!ò Jayleenôs boys also told me ñMy mom said, our 

whole family is surrogate.ò In the first day of our medical cycle, because the medications arrived just at the 

noon of that day, Jayleenôs husband took the medications to Jayleenôs office so that Jayleen would not miss 

the first medication. We live very far from Jayleen, so we could not attend every doctor appointment. In 
each doctor appointment, Jayleen sent me text messages about the results of the appointment, pictures of 

ultrasounds, or videos of babyôs heart beats. 

 

Two weeks before our babyôs due date, I went to San Diego. Because I am not good at driving in big cities, 
I did not rent a car. In order to get me involved in every doctor appointment, Jayleen and her husband gave 

me rides to the clinic. In the morning of September 1st, Jayleen took me to her regular monitoring appoint-

ment. During the monitoring, the doctor found out that our baby was not happy. So he wanted us to go 
directly to the hospital. I was very worried at that time. I did not know what happened to our baby. But 

Jayleen comforted me ñDo not worry, everything will be fine.ò After we arrived at the hospital, the doctor 

checked the baby, and said Jayleen needed to do a quick C-section. We were all shocked. In about 20 
minutes, our baby was born! Jayleen was crying after the surgery because of the pain. I felt so sorry for 

Jayleen to go through this pain. Because our baby was put in the urgent care, I could only go to the urgent 

care room to visit her. In the second day after the C-section, Jayleen walked to the urgent care room to visit 
our baby with her husbandôs help. Jayleen said she missed the baby very much.  When I stayed in the hotel 

with my new born baby, Jayleen knew I may be nervous because I was far away from home. She called me 

every day. One day, Jayleen brought lunch to me and stayed with me in my hotel for a whole afternoon.  
On September 8th, the power of the whole San Diego was off. It was very hot in that day. Jayleen worried 

about me and our baby so much at that time. She called me many times to comfort me. Jayleen also gave 

our baby two hand-made beautiful warm blankets, and our baby is still using them. 

 

We feel so grateful to know Jayleen and her whole family to help us in this surrogacy journey. Millions of 

words cannot express our thankfulness. We name our baby girlôs middle name as Jayleen, because we want 

our baby to remember Jayleen in her life. Jayleen and her family are our family foreveréé.. 

Our surrogate of the year for 2011 is: 

Jayleen lepisi  
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Follow our blog at: 

www.surrogatealternatives.wordpress.com 
Toll Fee Phone: 855-SAI-BABY 
International: 00-1-619-397-0757 

Fax: 619-397-0736 

876 Jetty Lane 
Chula Vista, CA 91914 

 
Our Websites:  

www.SurrogateAlternatives.com 
www.AffordableSurrogacy.com  
www.Surro.com (Chinese) 

Www.AlternativasSubrogada.com (Spanish) 

Surrogate Alternatives, Inc. 

Congratulations jayleen, we are all so happy 

for you! Thank you to all who voted.  


